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ground. You learn to not take things
personally.

HAKEEM JEFFRIES exemplifies all of
these traits. He is someone whom I
know will both hold the line on our
Democratic values while being ready to
listen and keep an open mind. I know
he can work with the other side when-
ever it is necessary. Most importantly,
he is dedicated to making our country
a better, more prosperous place for all
people from all walks of life.

So today is a very good day for the
House of Representatives, for our
party, and for our country. I congratu-
late my friend HAKEEM on his historic
election as House Democratic leader,
and I can’t wait to talk to my neighbor
from Brooklyn four or six times a day
like I did with Speaker PELOSI.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. President, now on Respect for
Marriage, yesterday, our work of mak-
ing America a more perfect place took
a momentous step forward as the Sen-
ate passed the bipartisan Respect for
Marriage Act. When the vote closed,
the feeling on the floor was jubilation
and relief, not just for ourselves and
our families but for the millions of
Americans across the country whose
rights will be better protected under
this bill.

The Respect for Marriage Act now
goes to the House of Representatives
for what I hope is a quick vote, and
then it is on to the President’s desk.
And, let’s remember, Joe Biden was
one of the early proponents of marriage
equality, even when it got some others
not so happy with him.

Passing the Respect for Marriage Act
would not have happened without the
leadership in this Senate of so many of
my colleagues: Senators BALDWIN and
SINEMA—and FEINSTEIN, who originally
authored this landmark bill—and my
Republican colleagues Senators CoOL-
LINS, PORTMAN, and TiLLIS. I thank
them all.

The entire process was also a vindica-
tion of a central premise Senate Demo-
crats and I have embraced this Con-
gress. I have always said I have a hier-
archy: First, try to get things done in
a bipartisan way whenever possible. It
is far better to find a way to pass legis-
lation that will help Americans than to
hold show votes that have no hope of
becoming law, and that proved true on
marriage equality. My No. 1 priority in
the end is to find ways to get bills
passed in the Senate.

So I hope that yesterday’s vote is a
signal that both parties can keep work-
ing together on difficult issues in the
next Congress. If our Republican col-
leagues can shake off the MAGA wing
of their party that is holding Repub-
licans down, we can get a lot done. And
it is obvious to everyone that there are
many Republican Senators who don’t
embrace MAGA, and we say to them:
We want to keep working with you. It
is necessary in order to keep tackling
the big problems that face our country.
And if Republicans don’t follow the
MAGA path in the next Congress, it
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will go a long way to restoring people’s
faith that Congress can work together
and even disagree without being dis-
agreeable.

And we don’t need to wait for the
new year to continue working to-
gether. In about 16 days or so, govern-
ment funding is going to run out unless
Congress acts to prevent a shutdown.
Yesterday, I sat down with the Presi-
dent, with Speaker PELOSI, with Leader
MCCONNELL, and with Leader MCCAR-
THY to discuss how we can ensure that
a shutdown is avoided and that govern-
ment is properly funded. For the most
part, I was heartened and encouraged
by the conversation.

Speaking with Leader MCCONNELL,
we both believe that we must do every-
thing possible to pass a yearlong fund-
ing package, and we both prefer an om-
nibus, though we have different views
of what should be in it and we do need
to come together on those. But both
Leader MCCONNELL and I have said that
an omnibus is the best way for sup-
porting our troops, supporting our al-
lies in Ukraine, and keeping Americans
safe at home and abroad.

A CR, meanwhile, is horrible news for
our troops in uniform because it will
throw their families into great uncer-
tainty and severely hinder their ability
to keep America safe. It will also allow
some of the countries that are not our
allies, but adversaries in many ways,
to gain a leg up.

With so many different new tech-
nologies, do we really want to give the
Chinese Communist Party the chance
to outcompete and outmaneuver us in
the Indo-Pacific? Do we want our
troops to protect us with one hand tied
behind their backs, while our adver-
saries are operating at full capacity? Of
course not, but that is the danger we
face if we don’t pass an omnibus.

Everyone is going to have to give
something if we want to successfully
fund the government for a full year,
and while I am encouraged by the good
will so far, we have a lot of difficult
work to do before both parties reach a
final agreement.

So just as both parties cooperated to
pass the Respect for Marriage Act yes-
terday here in the Senate and just as
we have cooperated on chips, gun safe-
ty, veterans’ benefits, and so much
more over the last 6 months, let’s fin-
ish this session by passing an omnibus
on a bipartisan basis.

JUDICTAL NOMINATIONS

Finally, Mr. President, on judges,
later today, the Senate will vote to
confirm two highly qualified and tal-
ented public servants to serve as life-
time appointments to the Federal
bench: Camille Velez-Rive, to serve as
district judge for Puerto Rico, and
Anne Nardacci, to serve as district
judge for the Northern District of New
York.

An Albany native and one of the first
women who would sit on the bench,
Anne Nardacci represents Upstate New
York perfectly. She is the kind of
bread-and-butter candidate that TUp-
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state New Yorkers like, and she has
built a career taking on special inter-
ests. So people in the Northern District
of New York will not have to worry
that she won’t represent them when
others come before the court who are
special and powerful but don’t have the
right arguments.

For the last 2 years, one of my top
priorities has been making sure we re-
store a sense of balance, impartiality,
and experience to the Federal bench,
and now that Democrats will keep our
majority in the next Congress, that
will continue unabated.

We have made historic progress so
far. In the last 2 years, we have con-
firmed 85 judges to the Federal bench—
the best pace since the Clinton admin-
istration. Those 85 judges comprise per-
haps the most diverse collection of new
jurists we have ever seen. Seventy-five
percent of these new judges are women.
I am so proud of that. Two-thirds are
people of color. I am so proud of that.
Many of them come from professional
backgrounds we rarely see in judicial
nominees. I am proud of that as well.
But we are not yet done. We are going
to hit the ground running when the
new year begins, and our democracy
will unquestionably be better off for it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
CRIME

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, a
few days ago, the Washington Post
published a major report on the explo-
sion of violent crime that has startled
and shattered communities all across
America. This terrible trend is familiar
to many of us by now, but the tragic
human stories are still quite shocking.

In St. Louis, 25-year-old Damion
Baker was Kkilled in July in an at-
tempted carjacking while escorting a
woman to her car downtown. ‘‘Damion
cannot just be some random number of
homicide,” his mother told reporters.
“It’s gotta look different.”

In New Orleans this past March, 20-
year-old old Shane Brown didn’t come
home from work one day. His body was
found 5 days later in a canal, and his
family still doesn’t know why he was
killed.

In Birmingham, 13-year-old Jaylon
Palmore was on his front porch when
he was cut down in a driveby shooting
that police say was targeting someone
else. The family home now holds so
many painful memories that Jaylon’s
parents have decided to sell it and
move somewhere else.

The national media may just be com-
ing around, but the American people
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